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TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINE DIEMER

IGER

HON. GARY G. MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute and honor the
accomplishments of Christine Diemer Iger,
Esq.

Christine Diemer Iger, Chief Executive Offi-
cer for the past twelve years at the building In-
dustry Association of Southern California/Or-
ange County Chapter, will be resigning this
post in August, 2001, to join the law firm of
Manatt, Phelps and Phillips, LLP.

Mrs. Iger will be remembered for her dedi-
cation to making the BIA the spokesperson of
record for the Orange County homebuilding in-
dustry. She interfaced closely and successfully
with local, state, and federal officials to resolve
Orange County’s diverse and complex land
use and building development issues. Prior to
joining the Building Industry Association, Or-
ange County Chapter, she served in the ad-
ministration of Governor George Deukmejian
from 1986–1989, as Director of the California
Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment, and from 1983–1986 as Deputy Attor-
ney General before the Court of Appeals and
Supreme Court. Her legal career began in
1977, as Law Clerk to United States Mag-
istrate Edward A. Infante in San Diego. She
also served as Assistant Legal Director for the
California District Association in 1979.

Mrs. Iger is a past board member of the
Federal National Mortgage Association. She
currently serves as a board member and audit
committee chair of the Keith Companies, a
successful engineering company and environ-
mental land-use planning firm.

Mrs. Iger has an outstanding record of serv-
ice to her community. She is a member of the
executive committees for the University of
California, Irvine, CEO Roundtable and Foun-
dation, member of the Board of Directors for
the Orange County Business Council, Orange
County Performing Arts Center, Pacific Sym-
phony Orchestra, and Opera Pacific.

Christine Diemer Iger’s exemplary profes-
sional service has earned the admiration and
respect of those who have had the privilege of
working with her. I would like to congratulate
her on these accomplishments and wish her
well in her new endeavor.
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IN MEMORY OF MR. JEFFREY
LEBARRON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
memory of a great an, Jeffrey LeBarron. Mr.
LeBarron has had a distinguished career
working in both public and private sectors for
Cleveland’s economic development. During his
career he has held a wide variety of positions
ranging from executive assistant to former
Cleveland Mayor Voinovich, director of retail
real estate for the Richard E. Jacobs Group,
to executive vice president of the Downtown
Cleveland Partnership.

Mr. LeBarron graduated from Chagrin Falls
High School in 1973. In 1977 he graduated
from Boston University. He then continued his
education earning a law degree in 1981 and
then a master’s degree in 1982 in business
administration from Case Western Reserve
University.

During his time in the Voinovich mayoral ad-
ministration, he held the positions of assistant
safety director and chief assistant law director,
between 1981 and 1990. Mr. LeBarron then
took a job with what was then Jacobs,
Visconsi, & Jacobs Co. During his time with
this development firm, he worked on the de-
velopment of mayor real estate projects such
as South Park Center and Chagrin Highlands.
After he left Jacobs, Visconsi, & Jacobs Co.,
he joined with the Downtown Cleveland Part-
nership, a non-profit organization focused on
downtown real estate development plans.

All of the hard work and dedication that Mr.
LeBarron has displayed during his career is
exemplatory. He was an extraordinarily bright
and an incredibly genuine person.

Mr. Speaker, please rise today and join me
in applauding an individual who has made nu-
merous contributions to the Cleveland area,
Mr. Jeffrey LeBarron.
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HONORING FRANK CAMMARATA
UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM
THE CLEARLAKE CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. MIKE THOMPSON
OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize Frank Cammarata as
he retires from the Clearlake Chamber of
Commerce. Frank, a true friend of mine, has
served the people of Clearlake, California at
the Chamber since 1994. He originally joined
the Chamber after he retired in 1982 from a
successful career in Italian Foods.

During Frank’s tenure working with the
Clearlake community he has been instru-
mental in bringing light industry and jobs to
the area. He has also helped establish a DMV
office in Clearlake as well as a State Park and
new community senior center. In addition, he
has been credited with starting many events,
such as the annual Lake County Wine Auction
Gala, the city Jazz Festival, Christmas parade,
and city hall tree lighting. He will also continue
to work to bring Kaiser Health Plan to his
community. His initiative and commitment is
truly an asset to Lake County and an inspira-
tion to our entire country.

In recognition of his work for the community
he was named Clearlake’s Man of the Year
and Grand Marshall for the Fourth of July pa-
rade in 1997. He was also named Lake Coun-
ty’s Man of the Year in 1999 for his determina-
tion in making Clearlake ‘‘the safest, friendliest
town in California.’’ This collection of awards is
testimony to the value that Frank adds to the
community of Clearlake. All citizens from Lake
County have benefited from Frank’s dedication
and hard work.

Frank’s involvement in the program ‘‘Toys
for Kids’’ has made the program into a tre-
mendous success. Every Christmas, ‘‘Toys for
Kids’’ delivers toys and clothing to over 400
low-income kids in Clearlake. Without Frank’s

energy and enthusiasm we would not be ex-
periencing such great success in helping the
children of our community.

Frank and his wife, Alva, have been married
for over 40 years. He has four children—Frank
V, Chris, and twin daughters, Anna and
Cindy—and eight grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize Frank Cammarata for his
contributions and unwavering service to the
community of Clearlake. He is a model citizen
whom we can all admire and emulate.
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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO PHYLLIS
AND ELMER WELLMAN ON THE
OCCASION OF THEIR 50TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to congratulate Phyllis
and Elmer Wellman, of Delphos, Ohio, on the
recent celebration of their golden wedding an-
niversary.

Elmer J. Wellman married Phyllis A. Davis
on July 16, 1951. After they were wed, the
Wellmans settled in Delphos, Ohio. Their first
priority throughout their lives have been their
three children: Pat, Jim, and Mark, my Chief of
Staff. They are also the devoted grandparents
of four grandchildren.

Both Elmer and Phyllis were raised in farm-
ing families during the Great Depression. That
common experience gave both of them an ap-
preciation for the truly important things in life.
They have also distinguished themselves as
accomplished professionals and have gener-
ously contributed to their community.

Elmer recently retired from farming. He has
also been active in civic positions including the
Van Wert County Hospital Board, the former
Peoples National Bank of Delphos, the
Delphos Country Club and is a retired high
school basketball referee.

Phyllis recently retired from her third career.
After raising her three children, Phyllis re-
turned to the profession of teaching. Her pa-
tient, yet demanding teaching style helped
prepare countless students for the working
world. She retired from teaching in 1978, only
to serve in the administrative office of
Wellman Seeds, Inc. until her retirement last
year.

Mr. Speaker, the institution of marriage pro-
vides the strength that holds our communities
together. Maintaining a marriage requires sac-
rifice, understanding, patience, and sometimes
forgiveness by both husband and wife. Mark-
ing the fiftieth anniversary of a marriage is a
very special occasion for not only the couple,
but also for the family, friends, and community
they have touched.

It has been my privilege to know Phyllis and
Elmer Wellman for more than twenty years. I
ask my colleagues to join me in extending to
them our very best on their golden anniversary
and to wish them many more years of happi-
ness together.
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